o e district has the.equivalentof

1,350 water "hookups 1?{12'?;3%3{ '
designed.‘'to 'handle 1,800, but

; 1 . is evidence the : ;
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‘ istrict, Tacks:a legal water,

_sotirce’sufficient’to “siipply adequ:
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“Uséis’ normal needs, let alone their

total requirérment. under maxim

" Ppetitioners in the case were-dec-.
laring victory this morning, but
Bruce Loberg, chair of the Red--
wood Valley Water District Board.

of Directors, criticized the ruling.

“Five people just shafted over. &,
thousand families,” Loberg said.
“Negotiations with Sonoma County: .
(for more water rights) have justs
gone out the window. "% C et

A closed-door emergency ‘$eg-:-:- -

 sionof the districtboard s expected - .
within days, durifig which Loberg =
anticipates a recommendation. o -
appeal Luther’s decision, which: is
tentative and takes effect in 10 days. :

In the meantime, the district-has-
stopped issuing water permits, ©
effectively halting construction on .
several projects only recently: .
approved by the county Board of . - -
Supervisors.’ = = . S

Without an effective appeal,” .

? Toberg said the district is considers - _ -~

ing two courses of action — cutting | - -
back water services and Traising ‘7 -’
prices to megt financial obligations ~ -
caused by Luther’s decision. . -7~
“J1’s goifig to get very heated,” he - . -
said, . i
David Riemenschneider, attor-:
ney representing RAW, disagrees: - -
with I,;o_bj‘_’fg’s"._‘_‘dqu.janc_l‘glro'or_n”» '

. .predictions. . .

_ valley doesn’t have a reliably ¢

* catch ‘winter runoff and -obtaining 7~

“What the fidge was justsaying  ©
is that, under pregent systems, the. - i

adequate water system,” he said. .
He said RAW has encouraged " *
oother methpds for the district to..
‘solve itswater:problems, methods-. -
inicluding building 2 reservoir to- -

other sources of local water.
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fl‘zemann said . Thursday the dis-
trict’s Board of Directors wili meet
soon-to dlscuss the court decision,

_ reismu_anmndngt :
applicatlon {or water service hook-

up that might be affected by the
runng .

“In his 20-page- ‘decision, Luther
found that in the event of a
drought, the water district’s emer-
gency plans ‘would restrict the
valley's current 5,000 residents to
only 27 gallons a day. That's nearly
half of the the state Health Depart-
ment's; standards for basic health
rieeds, Luther said.”

- District claims that its water
supply’ ‘source is adequate for meet
current users’ maximumi demands
“is entirely lacking in evidentiary

. stipport,” Luther ruled.

Luther also said the state Water

_Resources Control Board predicts .

Lake Mendocino, the water dis-
trict’s only supply,-“will be lowered:
faster and to lower:levels than have
been experienced since 1959 and
noted that Redwood Valley has an
inadequate water supply source for
its developmg uses and no feasible

source other than Lake Mendoci-

no ”

Thé :dtate department algo “rec- '
‘that a:“sShortage -in’ “the

Water in Lake Mendocino
ur before 2000, based on

doc o and Hea]dsburg havmg dou-
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