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Joseph Egan, Lawyer Who Fought Nuclear Waste Site, 
Is Dead at 53  
 
By MATTHEW L. WALD 
Published: May 12, 2008 

WASHINGTON — Joseph R. Egan, a nuclear engineer-turned-lawyer 
who led Nevada’s legal campaign to block a nuclear waste dump at 
Yucca Mountain, died Wednesday at his home in Naples, Fla. He was 
53. 

The cause was gastroesophageal 
cancer, his family said. 

Mr. Egan, in an obituary he wrote weeks ago that was 
posted on his law firm’s Web site after his death, said that 
he had arranged for his ashes to be spread at Yucca 
Mountain, in Southern Nevada, with the words “radwaste 
buried here only over my dead body.”  

Mr. Egan’s wife, Patricia, said by telephone on Friday that 
Mr. Egan had been cremated, adding, “We are going to do 
it.”  

Legal challenges by Mr. Egan’s firm, Egan, Fitzpatrick & 
Malsch, have helped set back the Energy Department’s 

project at Yucca by years. In 2001 he filed a lawsuit raising a variety of legal objections to 
the site, which was chosen by Congress. In 2004 the United States Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit agreed with one challenge, that the repository should be 
judged over one million years, not over 10,000 years as the Energy Department and the 
Environmental Protection Agency had planned. The Yucca project’s fate is not clear 
today, 10 years after it was to have opened.  

Mr. Egan’s specialties included nuclear nonproliferation law. He lobbied the federal 
government to take back highly enriched uranium that could be useful in a weapons 
program but had been exported to various countries under the Atoms for Peace program 
beginning in the 1950s.  

On behalf of workers and an environmental group, he sued Lockheed Martin for illegal 
waste storage and disposal when it operated a government-owned uranium enrichment 
plant in Paducah, Ky. The Justice Department later joined the lawsuit. He filed an 
antitrust suit against the operator of a nuclear waste dump in Utah on behalf of a client 
who wanted to open a competing dump in Texas. (The suit was settled after the Texas site 
opened.)  

Mr. Egan earned an undergraduate degree in physics from M.I.T., and then two master’s 
degrees, in nuclear engineering and in technology and policy. He worked as a nuclear 
reactor engineer for Commonwealth Edison in Illinois and later for the New York Power 

SIGN IN TO E-MAIL 
OR SAVE THIS  

PRINT  

REPRINTS  

SHARE 

 

Evan Vucci

Joseph R. Egan in 2004.  

More Articles in US » 

Today's Headlines Daily E-Mail
 

MOST POPULAR 

1. Second Opinion: From a Prominent Death, Some 
Painful Truths  

2. Op-Ed Contributor: Dying Is Hard. Comedy Is Harder.  

3. Doctors Say Medication Is Overused in Dementia  

4. Maureen Dowd: More Phony Myths  

5. Rethinking the Country Life as Energy Costs Rise  

6. Report Sees Illegal Hiring Practices at Justice Dept.  

7. Personal Health: Fit, Not Frail: Exercise as a Tonic for 
Aging  

8. Albanian Custom Fades: Woman as Family Man  

9. Thomas L. Friedman: Mr. Bush, Lead or Leave  

10. A Monet Sets a Record: $80.4 Million  

Go to Complete List »

nytimes.com/theater  

Laura Linney in "Les Liaisons Dangereuses"

Page 1 of 2Joseph Egan, Lawyer Who Fought Nuclear Waste Site, Is Dead at 53 - New York Times

6/25/2008http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/12/us/12egan.html



    

Home World U.S. N.Y. / Region Business Technology Science Health Sports Opinion Arts Style Travel Jobs Real Estate Automobiles Back to Top  

Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company Privacy Policy Search Corrections RSS First Look Help Contact Us Work for Us Site Map  

Authority. He received a law degree from Columbia University, and was a partner at 
Shaw Pittman in Washington and a senior associate at LeBoeuf Lamb Greene & MacRae 
in New York before founding his own firm in Washington. 

In addition to his wife, Mr. Egan is survived by two children, Jennifer and Warren, of 
Naples; his parents, Dick and Lucy Egan of Melrose, Minn., where Mr. Egan grew up; a 
brother, Timothy, of Billings, Mont.; and three sisters, Michelle Langlas of Naples and 
Anne Gant and Denise Loonan, both of Minneapolis. 
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