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A spokesman for Cameco, Lyle Krahn, said Wednesday

that a computer model created for the cleanup, which is
several months behind schedule, indicated that the
radioactive and toxic materials have been polluting a
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concluded that the potential remained for continued water pollution from the plant.

Cameco in general and the aging Port Hope refinery, which transforms mined uranium The New ﬂnrk@imcs E MAGAZINE
into forms suitable for electrical power reactors, have long been targets of environmental nytimes.com/tmagazine
groups and the regulatory agency.

After a flood last year closed one of the company’s mines, which produces about 10
percent of the world’s uranium, Linda J. Keen, then the head of the regulatory agency,
said her commissioners and staff had a “lack of confidence” in Cameco and its
management.
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environmental group in Montreal, said that contamination of the lake had been assumed,
given the plant’s age, history and location.

“There’s a long history of contamination at Port Hope,” he said. “The whole siting of this
refinery is absurd. It's right in the center of town, it's on flood plain and right on the
lakefront.”

The plant was opened in the 1930s by Eldorado Mining and Refining to process radium
and has undergone several cleanups.

The most recent effort began in July when a construction project at the factory uncovered
soil contamination that led to the plant’s closing. At the time, the company said that the
shutdown and cleanup would take about two months. Mr. Krahn said the 18 million-
Canadian-dollar project, which involves removing soil under the plant and constructing a
leakproof floor, will be finished by the third quarter.

If drilling confirms lake pollution, Mr. Krahn said that Cameco did not expect that would
delay the plant’s reopening.
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