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Definition of thyroid cancer: Cancer that forms in the thyroid gland (an 
organ at the base of the throat that makes hormones that help control heart 
rate, blood pressure, body temperature, and weight). Four main types of 
thyroid cancer are papillary, follicular, medullary, and anaplastic thyroid 
cancer. The four types are based on how the cancer cells look under a 
microscope.  
 
Estimated new cases and deaths from thyroid cancer in the United 
States in 2010:  

 
See the online booklet  
to learn about thyroid cancer symptoms, diagnosis, treatment, and 
questions to ask the doctor. 

Related Pages

PDQ® - NCI's 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Database 
Full description of the NCI 
PDQ database. 
 

General Cancer 
Resources
 
Coping with Cancer: 
Supportive and Palliative 
Care 
Managing physical, 
emotional, and lifestyle 
effects of cancer and 
treatment on patients and 
families; also includes 
information on finances, 
insurance, and healthcare 
services. 
 
Educational Materials About 
Clinical Trials 
What clinical trials are, how 
they work, and other 
educational materials for 
patients and professionals. 
 
Complementary and 
Alternative Medicine 
Healing philosophies, 
approaches, and therapies 
used in complementary and 
alternative medicine (CAM) 
in cancer care. 

 

 
 New cases: 44,670
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