
EPA: United States Environmental 
Protection Agency 

A-Z index  

News Releases from Region 9 

EPA reaches agreement with Arizona mining 
company to study uranium-tainted 
groundwater on Tohono O’odham  
Release date: 10/22/2009  
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Cyprus Tohono Corporation to fund an estimated $6 million in work 

 
SAN FRANCISCO -- Cyprus Tohono Corporation, a former Phelps Dodge subsidiary, has agreed to fund an estimated 
$6 million groundwater investigation at the Cyprus Tohono Mine Site, a copper mine southwest of Casa Grande, Ariz.  
 
The agreement requires Cyprus to thoroughly investigate the groundwater and pay future oversight costs incurred by 
the EPA. 
 
“This investigation of uranium-contaminated groundwater will guide the EPA in selecting and designing a cleanup 
remedy that is effective at protecting human health and the environment,” said Keith Takata, the EPA’s Superfund 
director for the Pacific Southwest region.  
 
Currently, Cyprus, in consultation with the Tohono O’odham Nation and the EPA, is voluntarily investigating uranium-
contaminated groundwater at the site. The EPA, Tohono O’odham and Cyprus will meet with Cypus to formalize the 
groundwater investigation on October 20.  
 
Under EPA oversight, Cypress recently completed a $49 million cleanup, where approximately 4.4 million cubic yards 
of mine waste of all affected areas was placed into a lined repository with soil cover and revegetation. Seeding and 
vegetation growth monitoring will continue over the next three years. 
 
The 10,505-acre copper mine is located 32 miles south of Casa Grande on the Tohono O’odham Nation near North 
Komelik. Mining operations on the property have occurred sporadically since the 1880s, but large-scale open-pit 
mining of copper oxide ore began in the 1950s, and underground mining began in 1970. 

### 
 
Follow the U.S. EPA's Pacific Southwest region on Twitter: http://twitter.com/EPAregion9 and join the LinkedIn group: 
http://www.linkedin.com/e/vgh/1823773/ 
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Recent additions 

02/26/2010 EPA Takes Action Against South San Francisco Meat Processing Facility Following 
Hazardous Chemical Air Releases (CA)

02/23/2010 EPA boosts funding for Guam, CNMI and American Samoa water projects / 
Funding to Pacific territories jumps from $3.2 million to $37.4 million (AS, GU, 
MP)

02/16/2010 EPA seeks public input on Black Mesa Mine wastewater permit (AZ)
02/12/2010 One Year of Recovery Act: California Exceeds “Green” Funding Requirements, 

Spends $440M in Vital Water Quality Improvements (CA)
02/10/2010 U.S. EPA Honors Palos Verdes Shelf Fish Contamination Education Collaborative 

for Outstanding Achievements in Environmental Justice (CA)
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