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Brentwood's Toxic Grave

Historic dumping grounds beneath the spectacular VA land finally get tested.

By Michael Collins Thursday, Dec 10 2009
...continued from page 1
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But in a 2006 interview, Ben K. Spivey, then chief of occupational health and safety at the VA, said
that a mound of plant-covered debris, roughly near the center of the historic dump, marks an area
where biomedical waste was deposited — after being excavated from land now beneath the

exclusive, adjacent Brentwood School.

Some residents and parents were worried after Phase One results by a testing contractor found
potential problems near and on Brentwood School land and the arroyos, or washes, that run along

the western edge of the VA's land.

“The average readings for the East Arroyo, West
Arroyo and the Brentwood School lower soccer
fields were notably above” control areas with
natural levels of radiation, according to the
contractor, Pleasant Hill-based Millennium

Consulting.

Millennium recommended further investigation,

citing “strong concern by members of the

Courtesy enviroreporter.com
Circa 1970s- Dumping into unlined VA ravines and
lands adjacent to Brentwood went on for decades.

community,” historical documentation of
dumping, and radiation detected by the

contractor.

Buried radioactive materials may not be the only
problem. After analyzing thousands of pages in
dozens of VA reports that Waxman posted on his
Web site, the Weekly has learned that Brentwood
School’s fields may contain heavy metals.

According to heavy-metal readings from a

November 21, 2000, Locus Technologies report

Courtesy of enviroreporter.com
A discarded grave marker unveiled by soil erosion
at the old dump. Strict rules governing how to
discard military gravestones went ignored.

called “Brentwood School Athletic Fields Grading
Project and Recreation Facility Project,” arsenic
was found at 32 times the natural level while
thallium was at an amount that the government
terms “chronic” for causing disease. Brentwood School head Michael D. Pratt says that in 2006
Environ conducted a $150,000 study in response to findings reported on EnviroReporter.com.

According to Pratt, testing for “radionuclides, hydrocarbons, VOCs and various heavy metals,
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where the Brentwood Eagles play football, was covered by a thick layer of asphalt that today is

hidden beneath the turf.

—Contact the writer at EnviroReporter.com, where reporters Michael Collins and Denise We b ExtraS
Duffield exposed the existence of the historic dump in May 2006.

Savage Love

Show Comments (9) << Previous Page | 1|2 Rob Brezsny's Free Will Astrology
Email Write to Print =
= to Friend f Editor =] Article Share b - F (5 n F:;‘
more by
) X Broward/Palm Beach News Nashville News
Wrinkles in Runkle Canyon
50 Years After a Santa Susana Nuclear Accident Holds Up Land Development Dallas News New York News
San Fernando Valley's Galaxy of Chemical Goo Denver News Orange County News
City planners make a slick zone change to allow easier building on troubled land
Houston News Phoenix News
Earthly Secrets
Ahmanson foes want ground-water tests Kansas City News San Francisco News
Radiating Fear Miami News Seattle News
In dire need of a plan to protect nuclear power plants _ ) )
Minneapolis News St. Louis News

Living Next to a War Factory
Neighbors of closed Aerojet plant worry about their health and water

Write Your Comment LA Weekly on Digg

* .
Your Name: * indicates required fields. Please enable browser cookies before filling m Popular Today
out this form. All reader comments are subject to our Terms of Use. By —_—

clicking Add Comment, you acknowledge that you have reviewed and

* il
Your E-mail:
agree to these Terms.

Your City: Comments may take a few minutes to process and appear on the site. Upcoming stories from laweekly.com
: Please do not click the "Add Comment" button again while your comment . e
b dded 9 v 70 Lindsay Lohan Forced to Wait in Line, Vents
1S being added. on Twitter
* Comment: ) . .
1 SXSW Interactive: Biggest Buzzed Parties--

Mashbash, TechKara

Powered by Digg's Users

http://www.laweekly.com/2009-12-10/news/brentwood-39-s-toxic-grave/2 3/22/2010



Brentwood's Toxic Grave - Page 2 - News - Los Angeles - LA Weekly

* Validation Code:

(The four characters are not case sensitive):

Add Comment

Music
Recommendations

Cat & Fiddle Barney's The Echo
LA, CA Beanery LA, CA
LA, CA

User content provided by LikeMe.net +

[ g

1953-2003

House of Father's The Edison
Blues Office LA, CA
West Hollywood, Santa Monica, CA

CA

Give your recommendations on LikeMe.net >>

Get Your Domain Name In Seconds!

Page 3 of 3

Services

Education
Art Institute Of California, Los Angeles
View Ad | View Site
PRO PTA
View Ad | View Site

General
Tri City Institute
View Ad | View Site
Palm Springs
View Ad | View Site

More >>

Now Click This

Alternative Healing
Little Sexy Black Book
Summer Concert Guide
Digital Jukebox

Detour

Living Quarters

Virtual Career Fair

Get Schooled!

_
register

About Us | Work for LA Weekly | Esubscribe | Free Classifieds | LA Weekly Advertising | National Advertising | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Problem With the Site? | RSS | Site Map

http://www.laweekly.com/2009-12-10/news/brentwood-39-s-toxic-grave/2

© 2010 LA Weekly, LP, All rights reserved.

3/22/2010



