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NRC panel OKs arguments on SC nuclear fuel plant 

By RAY HENRY 

 
Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) -- Opponents of a nuclear fuel plant under 
construction at the Savannah River site along the Georgia-
South Carolina border can argue that its security plan is 
inadequate before authorities decide whether to license it, a 
judicial panel ruled Friday.

Judges on the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board voted 2-1 
to allow the groups to raise arguments about the security 
plan of the Shaw Areva MOX Services plant being built near 
Aiken, S.C. The facility would take weapons-grade plutonium 
left over from the Cold War and turn it into a specially 
blended fuel consisting of uranium and plutonium that can be 
used to power civilian nuclear reactors that generate 
electricity.

The latest arguments in the case by the Blue Ridge 
Environmental Defense League, Nuclear Watch South and 
the Nuclear Information and Resource Service have not been 
publicly released because the judges said they involve 
security-related details. The panel is an independent judicial 
agency within the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

The NRC is responsible for deciding whether to give the plant permission to operate.

Lou Zeller, science director of the Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League, said the latest concerns focus on 
whether the plant can adequately keep secure the bomb-grade plutonium that would enter the plant. The groups are 
also concerned about the plant's ability to control the special fuel it produces, called MOX, or mixed oxide.

The radioactivity of fresh nuclear fuel is low enough that people can handle it. By comparison, fuel that has been used 
in a nuclear reactor comes out hot and highly radioactive, making it lethal to handle without major protections.

"Someone who was ill-intentioned could get the material without dying immediately," Zeller said, adding they could "get 
their hands on the material through some means and it's just a simple matter of chemistry to separate out the plutonium 
and put together a nuclear warhead or a dirty bomb."

The plant is being built by a consortium of The Shaw Group, which is based in Baton Rogue, La., and French nuclear 
giant AREVA. Shaw spokeswoman Gentry Brann said the company will work with regulators to provide the needed 
information.

The plant's builder and NRC staff had argued that the intervening groups missed the deadline to file arguments, the 
judicial panel said. But the judges in the majority opinion called the new arguments "issues of the highest safety order 
that deserve to be heard."

© 2011 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. Learn more about our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use.

 

A-1 HANDYMAN Carpentry, sheetrock, electrical, 
plumbing, siding, roofing, masonr....

◦

Mt. Pleasant 3800 sqft, 5br, 3ba, Lowcountry Style 
Raised Home** Waterviews** ....

◦

W Ash - 2BR TWNHSES Free cable ($57 value), 
fitness center & boat storage, w/d....

◦

Upper Dorch 2 BR, 1 BA, Summerville. Eat-in-kit, 
stove, ref, front porch, f....

◦

1983 Mercedes 500 SL 2 tops. Exc cond. $6950. 
696-4400. ....

◦

Child Care PROVIDER Little People Big World 
Academy is looking for experienced ....

◦

W. A.-Light Industrial Warehouse. $4.00/sqft/year. 
1500-30,000sqft Catterton-Ge....

◦

Charleston Peninsula, Medical Office Space 2340 sq 
ft office next to Roper an....

◦

Give your dog a job Carolina Canines pet therapy 
class starts 4/12. Call or ema....

◦

Labrador Retrievers, AKC. Yellow and black, 8 
weeks. Vet checked and shots. Goo....

◦

Scottish Terrier Puppies $600. Five puppies (3 
female & 2 male). Black and Blac....

◦

SOFA, 3 cushion, red, microfiber, better than good 
condition, $300. Ph 843-402-....

◦

ACCENT ART A Queen Pillow Top Mattress $65 New 
in plastic!!! Must sell. Can De....

◦

Lawn tractor: New Craftsman Lawn Tractor 42inch 
mower, electric start, 6 speed....

◦
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