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NRC: “Two Feet of Water” at Fort Calhoun But Nuke
PLant Still “Safe”

“Yune 22, 2011 | [_Filed under: Nebraska | SPosted by: Nebraska Watchdog

While insisting that Nebraska’s two nuclear power
plants remain safe in the face of record flooding from
the Missouri River, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) on Wednesday issued a statement
noting among other things “two feet of water” onsite in
many areas of the Fort Calhoun plant which is 19
miles north of Omaha.

The NRC says it has upped its around the clock coverage
at Fort Calhoun which is operated by the Omaha
Public Power District. In addition to the two resident
inspectors “three more inspectors and a branch chief”
are now at the plant along with satellite phones for key workers and extra food and water.

Fort Calhoun and the Nebraska Public Power
District’s (NPPD) Cooper Nuclear Station in
Brownville, which is 70 miles from both Omaha
and Lincoln, remain under what are known as
“Unusual Event” declarations, the NRC’s lowest
emergency level.

As of Wednesday the river remained two feet
from forcing NPPD to declare an “Alert” and shut
the reactor down. Earlier this week a Cooper
spokesman told Nebraska Watchdog a shutdown would occur over a period of 4-10 hours
although it could occur “within three seconds” if necessary. The spokesman insists that there is no
fear of a meltdown because Cooper “would be operating with power from off-site sources that would
run the pumps and other equipment necessary to keep the reactor and spent fuel storage facility with
cooling water.”

Fort Calhoun shut down for a refueling outage on April 7 and OPPD has decided not to restart the
plant until the Missouri’s flood waters back-off.

Reported by Joe Jordan, joe@nebraskawatchdog.org

Editor’s note: to subscribe to News Updates from Nebraska Watchdog at no cost, click here

Related posts:

« NPPD: Nuke Plant Could Be Shut Down “In Three Seconds”, Critics Still Worry
« MNH News Nut: Nuclear power experts highlight local plant safety features

« Bill Boosting Nuclear Plant Begins Legislative Path

» Nuke energy bills fuel energized debate at Missouri Capitol

« All sides of Callaway IT nuke project double-down in wake of Japanese crisis

Posted by Nebraska Watchdog on June 22, 2011. Filed under Nebraska. You can follow any responses to
this entry through the RSS 2.0. You can leave a response or trackback to this entry

Fuel Cell Technology Energy Staffing Solutions
ClearEdge5 - A New Energy Solution For Aerotek delivers top quality energy and
Your Home or Small Business power plant personnel

www.ClearEdgePower.com energy.aerotek.com AdChoices [>

http://missouri-news.org/midwest-news/nebraska/nrc-two-feet-of-water-at-fort-calhoun-but...

Latest News

Farm Bureau advocates for ethanol tax credit
continuation

EPA says no contamination in Mississippi flood
water

Akin refuses to back away from controversial
comment

Social Services Director resigns

Flood means big loses for Missouri agriculture

Wedgewire:
installed under water
within 5 years.

indian Point Energy Center

Flickr Photo Stream

6/29/2011



NRC: “Two Feet of Water” at Fort Calhoun But Nuke PLant Still “Safe” | Missouri News... Page 2 of 2

Leave a Reply

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Name *

Email *

Website

Comment

You may use these HTML tags and attributes: <a href=

cite=""> <cite> <code> <del datetime=""> <em> <i> <q cite=""> <strike> <strong>

Post Comment

Find Us Online

o

Subscribe by Email

Enter your email

Q

Get the Missouri News Horizon
Widget

Missouri News Horizon

optmes

Akin refuses to back away
from controversial
comment

Be

Social Services Director
resigns

L]
'e-'l"r.a‘ﬁ

title=""> <abbr title=""> <acronym title=""> <b> <blockquote

Tags

Budgetbudget cutsbusiness Chris KostercityClaire
McCaskilleountryDick Aldrichisaster/Accidenteconomy education
featured General AssemblygovernorHouseillinois Jay
Nixonyefterson Cityjoe jordanjordankansas legislature Linda
LuebberingMedicaidMlssourl Missouri News HorizonMissouri
Rivermoney Nebraska-watchdog news news &
pOlitiCSNiXOHpermanent—link public safetyRebecca TownsendRobin
CarnahanRoy BluntSenateState steven TilleytennesseeU.S. Environmental
Protection AgencyUniversity video watchdog

Missouri News Horizon

Log in - Powered by WordPress - Designed by Gabfire Themes

http://missouri-news.org/midwest-news/nebraska/nrc-two-feet-of-water-at-fort-calhoun-but... 6/29/2011



