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Sea Salt Inhibits Global Warming

ScienceDaily (Feb. 23, 2005) —
Scientists at The University of
Manchester are examining a novel
idea for delaying the effects of climate
change using a combination of clouds
and sea salt.

Atmospheric experts Professor Tom
Choularton and Dr. Keith Bower,
who are working with a team of
leading scientists around the world
on the theory, have developed a
computer simulation which shows
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® Climate how adding sea s.alt to clouds can
® Severe Weather slow global warming.
® Geography The idea, conceived by Professor
® Storms John Latham, an Emeritus Professor
Reference at the University, now based at.
e Cloud National C-entre for Atmpsphenc
e Fog Research in Colorado, is to use

clouds as natural heat shields which
when injected with salt reflect more
sunlight and therefore protect
against the greenhouse effect.

® Precipitation
(meteorology)

® Consensus of
scientists regarding

global warming Professor Choularton, said: "What

our simulation shows is that if you
artificially inject sea salt into clouds it not only increases the
amount of heat which is reflected back into space, creating a
cooling effect, but it also inhibits the formation of drizzle, which
means the clouds last longer, more heat is reflected, and the
cooling effect lasts longer.'

Professor Choularton's principal role is to understand the effect
artificially injecting salt will have on the clouds, in particular
whether it will cause any adverse effects. This information will
then be used to plan small-scale pilot projects to see how the
clouds react in the field.

One of the challenaes the team faces is how to aet salt into the
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