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Resources: Trying to control the weather

Long before the study of weather became scientific people tried to control the weather -- think of rain dances.

When the study of the atmosphere became scientific, people began looking for scientific understanding that
would help them exercise at least some control over the weather.

From the late 1940s into the 1960s, the term "weather control" was sometimes used. But, scientists know that no
one can "control" the weather. The best that can be done is to change the weather in small ways, such as
squeezing a little more precipitation out of clouds than would have otherwise fallen. For a time the term "weather
modification" was popular, but few use this term today.

Cloud seeding

The success of cloud seeding using silver iodide or other materials to increase the amount of precipitation from
clouds led to the big interest in scientific weather control in the 1950s. It is the one technique of planned weather
modification that has been shown to work, at least to some extent.

Chapter 5 of the USA TODAY Weather Book has quite a bit of information on the history of cloud seeding and
how it works. (Related: Books about weather)

The Web sites below also have information:

The scientific basis of cloud seeding, on the Atmospherics, Inc. Web site.

Weather Modification by Cloud Seeding - A Status Report 1989-1997, by William Cotton of Colorado State
University

The American Geophysical Union Web site has an extensive report on “Progress in planned weather
modification research: 1991-1994," which is a good introduction to the issues and the science involved.

Trying to control hurricanes

From 1961 into 1980 U.S. scientists conducted extensive research into the possibility of weakening hurricanes

with cloud-seeding techniques. The project was known as Project Stormfury. While a clear-cut answer to whether

hurricanes could be weakened wasn't found, the project made major contributions to hurricane research that are
still helping to improve forecasts.

USATODAY.com FAQ on hurricane modification

The book Hurricane Watch: Forecasting the Deadliest Storms on Earth by Dr. Bob Sheets and Jack Williams has

an entire chapter on Stormfury. Sheets was the project's last director. (Related: Books about weather)

Sponsored Links

Get 3-in-1 Monitoring and FICO score now
Receive alerts to key changes in your 3 nationwide credit files
www.Equifax.com

Fort Bragg Refinance at 3.41% APR!
$160,000 mortgage for only $712/mo. No SSN reqd. Get 4 FREE Quotes!
www.LendGo.com

Unemployed or Laid Off?
Use Government Funding to Get YourCollege Degree Online. Free Info.
www.yourdegree.com

Get listed here

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/resources/basics/weather-modification.htm

Cars * Event tickets ~ Jobs = Real estate © Shop * Online degrees

TULALIP RESORT CASINO

Mwas hington
The Shake.

Related Advertising Links

FIND OUT MORE

What's This?

Get 3-in-1 Monitoring and FICO score now
Receive alerts to key changes in your 3 nationwide...
www.Equifax.com

Fort Bragg Refinance at 3.41% APR!

$160,000 mortgage for only $712/mo. No SSN reqd.
Get...

www.LendGo.com

5/17/2010



USATODAY.com

Page 2 of 2

COACH

. 2 A, OFF i ¢
W 70%rean T ) RSN

Newspaper Home Delivery - Subscribe Today

Home ¢ News ¢ Travel » Money ¢ Sports ¢ Life » Tech « Weather

About USATODAY.com: Site Map | FAQ | Contact Us | Jobs with Us | Terms of Service
Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Right | Advertise | Press Room | Media Lounge | Reprints and Permissions

News Your Way:  Mobile News | Email News | Add USATODAY.com RSS feeds |  Twitter|  Podcasts | Widgets

Partners: USA WEEKEND | Sports Weekly | Education | Space.com | Travel Tips

Copyright 2010 USA TODAY, a division of Gannett Co. Inc.

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/resources/basics/weather-modification.htm

: "ent“ AT UPTO -+ \ Beyondthe Rack

5/17/2010



