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MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russian air force planes dropped a 25-kg (55-1b)
sack of cement on a suburban Moscow home last week while seeding
clouds to prevent rain from spoiling a holiday, Russian media said on

Tuesday.

"A pack of cement used in creating ... good weather in the capital

region ... failed to pulverize completely at high altitude and fell on the roof
of a house, making a hole about 80-100 cm (2.5-3 ft)," police in Naro-
Fominsk told agency RIA-Novosti.

Ahead of major public holidays the Russian Air Force often dispatches up
to 12 cargo planes carrying loads of silver iodide, liquid nitrogen and
cement powder to seed clouds above Moscow and empty the skies of
moisture.

A spokesman for the Russian Air Force refused to comment.

June 12 was Russia Day, a patriotic holiday celebrating the country's
independence after the break-up of the Soviet Union.

Weather specialists said the cement's failure to turn to powder was the
first hiccup in 20 years.

The homeowner was not injured, but refused an offer of 50,000 roubles
($2,100) from the air force, saying she would sue for damages and
compensation for moral suffering, Interfax said.

(Reporting by Chris Baldwin; Editing by Janet Lawrence)

© Thomson Reuters 2008 All rights reserved

SHARE: Del.icio.us Digg Mixx My Web Facebook Newsvine

GLOBAL MARKETS NEWS
Air Canada may retire Airbus jets sooner - CEO
CORRECTED - Realogy chairman sees home prices dropping this summer
UPDATE 2-MF Global shares plunge on gloomy outlook
UPDATE 1-US investment banks need expanded supervision-FDIC
More Global Markets News...

ALSO ON REUTERS

0

Hundreds of gay and leshian
couples rush to wed

Celtics rip Lakers 131-92 to
win record 17th title

Montenegro launches green
tax for all foreign vehicles

Ads by Google What's This?

See Todays Mortgage Rates
Mortgage Rates Near 2-Year Lows! $235,000 Mortgage for under $839/mo
www.LowerMyBills.com

Currency Market "Exposed"
Ex-Banker Reveals How To Really Turn $10k Into $1.31 Million!

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL1760049120080617

Whoo hoo!™

LEARM MORE

WaMu

Wed 18 Jun 2008 | 13:48 EDT

6/18/2008



In Russia, sometimes it rains cement | Reuters Page 2 of 2

www.CurrencyOptionsinsider.com

6.25% Year Fixed Rate
Dedicated Service 7 Days A Week Direct Mortgage Lender. Apply Now!
www.BestRateLoans.com

Mortgage Loans

Bad Credit OK Flexible Lenders Take 10K Cash During Processing
MoneyNowUSA.com

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL1760049120080617 6/18/2008



