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Hurricane tracking, science and history
See where current storms are headed, learn about hurricane science, and see which storms were the strongest and costliest. 
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By Doyle Rice, USA TODAY 

In May, the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration predicted that there would 
be nine to 14 named storms in the Atlantic Ocean in 2009, of which four to seven could become 
hurricanes, including one to three major hurricanes (category 3, 4 or 5). 

Colorado State University's research team, the nation's most well-known hurricane forecasters, 
predicted 11 tropical storms this year, of which five will become hurricanes. Of those five, they 
said that two would be major hurricanes. 

The Atlantic hurricane season began on June 1 and runs until November 30. Most hurricane 
activity occurs from mid-August to mid-October. 
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To report corrections and clarifications, contact Reader Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the 
newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name, phone number, city and state for verification. 
To view our corrections, go to corrections.usatoday.com.
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