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"The clouds are an exquisite thermometer," said Scott Bailey, a scientist from Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University.
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Carbon dioxide and methane are responsible for trapping solar radiation and heating the planet
when they build up in the lower atmosphere. The carbon dioxide and methane building up in the
mesosphere is above where the greenhouse effect is taking place.

The polar mesospheric clouds don't contribute to climate change, but are indicators that humans
are affecting even the farthest parts of the Earth's atmosphere.
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