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Area cloud seeding gets big boost this week 
Published: Saturday, October 25, 2008 12:01 PM 
MDT 

Generators placed in high elevations continue 
program from last year 
 
JOYCE EDLEFSEN jedlefsen@uvsj.com 
 
REXBURG -- Idaho's largest investor-owned utility has 
agreed to provide equipment and supplies toward a 
weather modification effort in eastern Idaho. 
 
Idaho Power Co. has committed to supply three 
remote, radio-controlled cloud-seeding generators 
 
with propane to run them and silver iodide chemicals 
to seed clouds, a balloon launching weather station 
and a meteorologist consultant to help decide where 
the best locations will be for the generators 
 
and weather station for optimal results. 
 
The commitment by Idaho Power is significant, according to Fremont County Commissioner Paul Romrell, 
the chairman of the cloud-seeding committee that oversees the operation of the multi-county operation in 
eastern Idaho. 
 
The remote-control generators generally cost about $50,000 each, Romrell said, though the power 
company has said it can get them for a discounted price. He's not sure of the value of the propane and the 
chemicals. 
 
The cloud-seeding operation was launched last year with a $120,000 budget, and Romrell admitted it was a 
"leap of faith" to start it late last fall without all the funding in place. 
 
Several counties, a few cities, irrigators and others made a five-year commitment last fall to help fund the 
program. But it took a lot of arm-twisting and convincing to reach the goal. 
 
This year, the committee had a $150,000 funding goal. 
 
The program is operated over a wide territory from Bingham County north by Let it Snow, a Dubois 
company that maintained the 22 manually operated generators that were used last year. 
 
Last year, five generators each were placed in Clark, Fremont and Teton counties, Fremont and Teton 
counties, four in Bonneville, two in Bingham and one in Madison County. 
 
The Idaho Power meteorologist will work with Steve Smart of High County Resource Conservation and 
Development in Rexburg, the technical adviser for the committee and with the contracted Dubois company 
to review the best locations for the new generators. 
 
The advantage of the remotely operated machines is that they may be placed in higher elevations and more 
difficult-to-access places, since they will require little human maintenance through the season. 
 
The generators can't be placed on federal land, however, because that placement would trigger potentially 
lengthy environmental studies. 
 
While Idaho Power will provide the equipment, supplies and consultations, the committee will maintain 
control over the operation, Romrell said. 
 
News of Idaho Power's commitment to the program wasn't the only good news the committee heard in an 
emergency meeting called Thursday in Rexburg. 
 
Hal Anderson of the Idaho Department of Water Resources reported to the committee that a study on 
weather modification funded by the Idaho Legislature last year is nearly complete and will be offered to the 
Legislature in January potentially with a recommendation that the eastern Idaho cloudseeding effort 
received state funding. 
 
"Everybody is interested in water," Romrell said. Even with the economic downturn it is a critical need. 
 
A study conducted by North American Weather Consultants after the cloudseeding program was finished 
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last spring showed the effort last winter produced an estimated 2 to 7 percent increase in precipitation, 
Romrell said. 
 
This year's program is set to get underway as weather patterns allow after Nov. 15. 
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Rosalind Peterson wrote on Oct 27, 2008 7:30 AM:  
" EXPERIMENTAL WEATHER MODIFICATION COMING TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SOON 

AGRICULTURE ALTERT: PROTECT AGRICULTURE & YOUR WATER SUPPLIES  
By Rosalind Peterson 
 
October 27, 2008 
 
http://newswithviews.com/Peterson/rosalindA.htm for More Information. 
 
 
Prepare yourself for more water shortages, floods, droughts, and a sharp decline in food supplies in the 
United States when U.S. Senate Bills 1807, 2191, 3036, & U.S. House Bill 3445, are voted into law. 
(Please note that these bills were not referred to Committees on Agriculture, Natural Resources or 
Forestry, and that you were not invited to debate the merits of these bills by your elected 
representatives.) 
 
Most states have no public notification requirements, or laws protecting agriculture or your watersheds, 
and they don't require advance notification of the types of chemicals that are being used in these 
programs. The federal government can modify your weather without your consent. 
 
Your food supplies and water sheds are in danger from these experimental programs and bills. We need 
dependable micro-climates in order to produced food and water supplies. Who will benefit from these 
programs and who will suffer the consequences of these actions? 
 
Rosalind Peterson 
Agriculture Defense Coalition 
info@californiaskywatch.com " 
 
Enviro-Man wrote on Oct 26, 2008 10:43 AM:  

" Cloud seeding is illegal and bad for the environment and human health. " 
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COMMENT RULES 
Comment posters are responsible for the opinions they 
express and the accuracy of the information they provide. 
We urge comment writers to treat this as a public forum 
where manners matter. We encourage a collegial, non-
insulting tone. Be aware, in accordance with the 
Communications Decency Act and provisions upheld in 
judicial appeal, that you are responible for comments 
posted on this Web site.  

Do not post:  

Potentially libelous statements or damaging 
innuendo.  
Obscene, explicit, or racist language.  
Personal attacks, insults or threats.  
The use of another person's real name to disguise 
your identity.  
Comments unrelated to the story. 

If you believe that a commenter has not followed these 
guidelines, please use our online complaint form.  

Thank you for your comments!  
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What Do You Think? We welcome feedback from our readers. 

Please email us at editor@uvsj.com 
Standard Journal 
P.O. Box 10 
Rexburg, ID 83440 
(208) 356-5441 

Please include your name and a contact number so we can reach you  
if necessary. Your contact info will not be published.  

Find out about our RSS feeds and what they are.
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