
TERM: ball lightning 

DEFINITION: 
A relatively rare form of lightning, consisting of a reddish, luminous ball, of the order of one foot in diameter, which may move rapidly 
along solid objects or remain floating in midair. Hissing noises emanate from such balls, and they sometimes explode noisily but may 
also appear noiselessly.  

HIERARCHY: 
electric current 
.   electric discharges 
.   .   lightning 
.   .   .   ball lightning 

RELATED TERMS: 
atmospheric electricity 
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