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ScienceDaily (Apr. 14, 2010) — A lightning
researcher at the University of Bath has discovered
that during thunderstorms, giant natural particle
accelerators can form 40 kilometers above the
surface of the Earth.
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with high-energy particles coming in
from space (cosmic rays), nature
provides the right conditions to form
a giant particle accelerator above the
thunderclouds. A lightning researcher at the University of Bath has
discovered that during thunderstorms, giant natural
particle accelerators can form 40 km above the
surface of the Earth. On Wednesday 14th April Dr.
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develop into a narrow particle beam which can propagate from

the lowest level of the atmosphere (the troposphere), through

the middle atmosphere and into near-Earth space, where the
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The zone above thunderstorms has been a suspected natural
particle accelerator since the Scottish physicist and Nobel Prize
winner Charles Thomson Rees Wilson speculated about
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Dr Fullekrug comments: "It's intriguing to see that nature
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the CERN laboratory near Geneva, Switzerland.
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