
 

  
 

 Search

HOME DO IT YOURSELF RENEWABLE ENERGY GREEN HOMES ORGANIC GARDENING NATURAL HEALTH GREEN TRANSPORTATION 

NATURE & COMMUNITY MODERN HOMESTEADING SUSTAINABLE FARMING REAL FOOD LAND FOR SALE CONTACT US   CUSTOMER SERVICE   
SHOPPING 

MAGAZINE   NEWSLETTERS    BLOGS   RSS FEEDS   HOT TOPICS >> Straw bale building • Chickens • Soda tax • Garden planning • Take our survey

Forests in Decline  
(Page 5 of 7) 

   

At present, Japan is the world's model for stringent emission controls. Not only does 

that country have stricter vehicle pollution regulations than the U.S., but it's also the 

only government to limit nitrogen oxides coming from power plants. Cutting NOx by 

73% and SO2 by an even greater amount has cost the utility customers of Japan a 

rate increase of about 25%. As a result, Japan's air quality has improved 

dramatically in the last 20 years.  

. . A THING AS LOVELY AS 
A TREE  

High technology isn't the only way to trim emissions, however. In the U.S., 

improvements in efficiency-resulting in the use of less energy-have done as 

much to help clear the air as have stack emission controls. And the clean air of 

Japan is, to a significant extent, a result of that country's conservation 

practices: The Japanese use 2.7 times less energy per person than the 

American populace. If we were to institute plausible conservation standards 

for just water heaters, refrigerators, and air conditioners, we could cut sulfur 

dioxide emissions by 12 to 20% by the turn of the century . . . and at a cost 

equal to 1% of the investment in flue gas desulfurization equipment that would 

be needed to do the same job. Furthermore, every ton of recycled copper 

prevents 2.7 tons of SO 2 from entering the atmosphere; that technique alone 

has cut Canada's sulfur dioxide emissons by a million tons per year, 21% of its 

total output. Similar savings can be achieved by recycling paper and 

aluminum. Reusing metals also reduces the burden of toxic metal pollution by 

limiting mining and smelting, two major sources.  

No matter what specific relationship acid precipitation may have to other 

forms of atmospheric pollution, and no matter which one or what combination 

March/April 1985 

 
 

ARTICLE TOOLS

Image Gallery

Print

E-mail

Comments

RSS

RELATED CONTENT 
Growing Dwarf Fruit Trees and 
Nut Trees  
How to grow these miniature fruit trees 
and miniature nut trees, including best 
tree varieties....  

COUNTRY SKILLS: Keep A 
Living Christmas Tree  
COUNTRY SKILLS Keep A Living 
Christmas Tree December/January 
1994 How you truly can "save a 
tree." ...  

Know When to Plant What: Find 
Your Average Last Spring Frost 
Date  
Find out when to sow which seeds 
and how to determine when the 
danger of frost has passed....  

Heralds of Spring  
Had enough of winter? Dandelions, 
red-winged blackbirds, morel 
mushrooms and more are sure signs 
th...  

Go Climb a Tree!  
For exercise and fun, climbing a tree 
is one of the best activities around....  

of these is causing the obvious damage to our ecosystem, burning less fossil 

fuel is bound to reduce the concentrations of the majority of forms of 

atmospheric pollution in our environment. Our best investment in pollution 

abatement is to put our money in efficiency, recycling, and appropriate renewable energy sources . . . to learn how to live 

with our ecosystem instead of attempting to patch it up with afterthought repairs. The central feature of any natural 

system is the manner in which all parts are inevitably interrelated, forming a circle of function; in the long run, 

technology won't allow us to stand outside that circle. As it goes, we go.  

How are the trees in your yard doing?  

Is It Time to Do Something About Acid Rain?  
Page: << Previous 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | Next >>  

 

    

 

FEATURED ARTICLES 
Fiber-cement Siding: Don’t Paint Your House for 25 
Years!  

How to Make Butter and Buttermilk  

Energy Audits: What Homeowners Need to Know  

We Made Our Farm a Garden for Wildlife  

Pumpkin Patent Push Squashed  

MOST POPULAR 
E-MAILED DISCUSSED

1. When and How to Plant Potatoes  

2. Natural Mosquito Repellent  

3. How to Build a Natural Swimming Pool  

4. What’s the average cost to install a solar-electric 
system to power your home?  

5. Why We Need Mushrooms  

www mecasolar com Ads by Google

READ

E-mail AddressFirst Name

Last Name Read our privacy policy.

Page 1 of 2Forests in Decline

6/1/2009http://www.motherearthnews.com/Nature-Community/1985-03-01/Forests-in-Decline.aspx?...



 

 

Subscribe Today - Pay Now & Save 66% Off the Cover Price 

 

Home | E-Newsletter | Products | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | About Us | Contact Us | Subscribe | Customer Service | Classifieds | Site Map | RSS | Press Room | Advertising | Career Opportunities  

Copyright 2009, All Rights Reserved | Ogden Publications, Inc., 1503 SW 42nd St., Topeka, Kansas 66609-1265 
Mother Earth News • Utne Reader • Natural Home Magazine • EarthMoment • Herb Companion • Herbs for Health 

Grit Magazine • Cappers Magazine • Motorcycle Classics Magazine 
Farm Collector • Gas Engine Magazine • Steam Traction • Good Things to Eat 

• Mother Earth Organic Coffee and Tea • Great Green Careers • Ogden Publications 

RSS | Comments | E-mail | Print 

First Name: * Last Name: * 

 
Address: * 

 

City: * 

 
State/Province: * 

 

Zip/Postal Code:* 

 

Country: 
 USA

Email:* 

 

 (* indicates a required item)PAY NOW BILL ME
Canadian subs: 1 year, (includes postage & GST). Foreign subs: 1 
year, . U.S. funds. 
Canadian Subscribers - Click Here  
Non US and Canadian Subscribers - Click Here 
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Mother Earth News is the guide to living — as one reader stated — “with little 
money and abundant happiness.” Every issue is an invaluable guide to 
leading a more sustainable life, covering ideas from fighting rising energy 
costs and protecting the environment to avoiding unnecessary spending on 
processed food. You’ll find tips for slashing heating bills; growing fresh, 
natural produce at home; and more. Mother Earth News helps you cut costs 
without sacrificing modern luxuries. 

At Mother Earth News, we are dedicated to conserving our planet’s natural 
resources while helping you conserve your financial resources. That’s why we 
want you to save money and trees by subscribing through our Earth-Friendly 
automatic renewal savings plan. By paying with a credit card, you save an 
additional $4.95 and get 6 issus of Mother Earth News for only $10.00 (USA 
only). 

You may also use the Bill Me option and pay $14.95 for 6 issues. 
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