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SMOKE HAZARDS: Here are some standards for wildfire smoke and its effects.

Category Possible Health Effects Precautions Visibility

Moderate Possible aggravation of heart None 4-9 miles
or lung disease.

Unhealthy Growing chance of respiratory People with respiratory or 2-3 miles

for symptoms; aggravation of heart disease, the elderly and

Sensitive  heart or lung disease and children should limit

Groups death in the elderly and prolonged exertion.
people with cardiopulmonary
disease.

Unhealthy Same as above; increased People with respiratory or 1-2 miles
respiratory effects in general heart disease, the elderly and
population. children should avoid

prolonged exertion; everyone
else should limit prolonged
exertion.

Very Same as above for elderly and People with respiratory or 1 mile

Unhealthy people with cardiopulmonary heart disease, the elderly and
disease; significant increase in children should avoid outdoor
respiratory effects in general activity; everyone else should
population. avoid prolonged exertion.

Hazardous Serious aggravation of heart = Everyone should avoid any Less than 1
or lung disease and death in  outdoor exertion; people with mile

the elderly and people with
cardiopulmonary disease;
serious risk of respiratory
effects in general population.

respiratory or heart disease,
the elderly and children
should remain indoors.

Source: Montana Department of Environmental Quality via AP

http://www.cbsnews.com/htdocs/natural disasters/wildfire/health hazards.html
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