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Snow, water levels down in forest  OTHERARTICLES IN
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The Mendocino National Forest's first winter survey this year for
snow depth and corresponding water content found that both are
lower than normal for this month.

Last Monday, Tony Kanownik and Bill Emery of the Covelo
Ranger District surveyed the Anthony Peak snow course, which
is located in the center of the forest at 6,200 feet elevation.

The Covelo team measured the snow depth at 36 inches, which is 76-percent of the
normal average of 47 inches at this time of the year.

Last year the snow depth was 62 inches. This year's water content was 12 inches, which
is 66 percent of the average 18 inches for this month. Last year the water content was 22
inches.

"Since most of our December and January precipitation came in liquid form (rain) instead
of solid form, the snow pack is extremely diminished," said Forest Hydrologist Bob Faust.
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The next survey will be done at
the end of February.

The national forest has been
measuring winter snow depths
and moisture content since
= ! 1944 and the averages are
— based on those years.
Precipitation from Anthony
Peak drains down the
s Grindstone watershed into
Stony Creek and the Black
Butte Reservoir, ending up in
. the Sacramento River.
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