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Lightning fires rage
across state; smoke,
ash clog county's air
Written by Elizabeth Larson
Sunday, 22 June 2008

NORTH COAST - Lightning was

the cause of a series of fires i

around Northern California and Dlgg

the North Coast that were first

reported Friday, and which on .
submit

Saturday had blanketed Lake
County with a thick layer of
smoke and, in some areas, falling ash.

Cal Fire reported Saturday that 339 fires were
burning across 12 of its units in Northern
California and south to Fresno and Monterey
counties, aided by this year's extremely dry
conditions and, in some cases, by winds.

In Mendocino County alone, Cal Fire received

more than 100 fire reports beginning at about
6 p.m. Friday and stretching through Saturday
night, said Tracy Boudreaux, a fire prevention
specialist with Cal Fire's Mendocino Unit.

“We're still getting reports of fires,”
Boudreaux told Lake County News Saturday
night, all of them resulting from lightning
strikes around Mendocino County.

Total acreage estimates weren't available,
although Cal Fire reported that the fires
ranged in size from one to 125 acres.

Crews and equipment “from all over” —
including local government, Office of
Emergency Services, out-of-county Cal Fire
units, some of them from as far away as
Southern California — were battling the fires,
said Boudreaux.

Strike teams from Cal Fire's Sonoma-Lake-
Napa Unit also were on scene, she said.

Many of the lightning-sparked fires were in

http://lakeconews.com/content/view/4655/764/

Free Classifieds

Page 1 of 3

Board to
consider Mt.
Konocti
purchase and
hear quagga
update

Business

Directory

Photographic services

Film/Digital

TO7-262-1020

Forecast

e | Today: Slight
Chance
'; Thunderstorms
B 10% 62°F
— Tomorrow:
Slight Chance
| Thunderstorms
E_. 207 87°F | 62°F

Current Conditions:

This observation is more
than 318 hours old

.

US Weather Service Data

Fair
91°F
7 day forecast...

Calendar: click on a
date to submit an
event

8/4/2008



Lake County News | California - Lightning fires rage across state; smoke, ash clog county... Page 2 of 3

Sudoku

Advertiser menu

Advertise on this site
Packages
Ad layouts

remote areas of the county, such as the Orr
Springs area. Boudreaux said there also was
an ongoing fire at Navarro, and an evacuation
advisory in the Flynn Creek area, where some
individual structures were threatened, not a
local subdivision.

Another fire was burning in Anderson Valley
near Boonville, she said.

“We're basically tapped for resources right
now,” said Boudreaux.

The Associated Press reported Saturday that
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger had ordered the
California National Guard to assist with the
firefighting effort.

Red skies loomed over the Anderson Valley
and Ukiah areas Saturday, said Boudreaux. “It
is overwhelming.”

Heavy smoke was visible around Lake County
all day, with residents reporting that it was so
thick in some areas they could no longer see
Mt. Konocti.

In parts of Lakeport Saturday afternoon and
evening, ash was reported falling.

Boudreaux said the smoke coming through
Lake County was coming from two sources:
lightning fires in Covelo and Anderson Valley.

Anderson Valley is inundated with smoke,
Boudreaux said, and a marine layer of air is
pushing the smoke into Lake and Sonoma
counties.

In nearby Napa County, Boudreaux said
lightning also sparked a fire that had
reportedly burned 750 acres by Saturday
night.

Boudreaux said the challenge for Cal Fire was
prioritizing all of the fires in order to best use
its stretched resources.

“Right now | think we're looking at several
days of firefighting before we can actually get
containment on most of them,” she said.

Boudreaux said Cal Fire is urging everyone to
be prepared in case of fire during this busy
fire season. Readiness includes having
documents and personal possessions in an
easy accessible location, and having plans for
where to take one's family, pets and livestock.

E-mail Elizabeth Larson at
elarson@lakeconews.com .
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lenny - this Registered | 06-22-2008
is.... 09:59:41

Weird Weather

dexterdog6481 - Registered | 06-
NORML smoke 22-2008 14:40:31

Why don't some of the illegal pot farms
burn? At least we could get a minor

contact high from all this smoke .

cobbmkc - 1P:12.218.150.Xxx | 06-
contact high? 22-2008 15:27:25

I'm sure we are getting some pot smoke.
Does this mean if we test positive on a
drug test we can claim that these fires
were the cause?

Dogman - It's IP:66.81.72.Xxx | 06-
really Annie Smith 22-2008 22:15:46

If 1 had the money | would ask some
people to bring their sheep, goats or what
every cud chewing, grass eating animal to

this empty lot next to my house.

Trisha - Sounds Registered | 06-27-
like a good idea to 2008 02:46:13
me.

@ I lived on a mountain and | borrowed
my fiends 3 goats and brought them up on
the mountain | lived on and it only took
them 3 days to clear the side of the
mountain the length of the double wide
mobile we had there. Give them plenty of
water and let um go at it. My friend was
happy to let them come up because they
were starting to have to feed them till the

grasses grew back.
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