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Sent: Monday, June 21, 2010 8:26 PM 
Subject: International Symposium on the A-Train Satellite Constellation 2010 
 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
2nd Circular 

International Symposium on the A-Train Satellite Constellation 2010 
Sheraton Hotel, New Orleans, USA 

October 25-28, 2010 
 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN: http://a-train-neworleans2010.larc.nasa.gov/ 

The A-Train satellite constellation brings together a rich array of instruments to better understand 
Earth’s changing climate and environment. The International Symposium on the A-Train Satellite 
Constellation 2010 is an opportunity to learn more about the A-Train system and to engage other 
colleagues with similar interests. 

 Over the last few years, the international A-Train constellation has consisted of five satellites orbiting 
in tight formation. While one satellite recently lowered its orbit, three additional missions plan to join 
the constellation within the next several years. Since the launch of the A-Train’s first satellite member 
in 2002, combined measurements from the A-Train have enabled interdisciplinary studies that are 
significantly advancing our understanding of many complex and controlling processes occurring in the 
atmosphere, the ocean, and on land. The large and unprecedented collection of measurements is 
also proving to be a valuable resource for improving and validating climate, weather and other 
environmental models.  

This Symposium follows and expands on the first A-Train Symposium held in Lille, France in 2007. It 
aims to provide a forum to exchange information on the latest scientific advancements using 
multisensor measurements from the A-Train, and is structured along four themes: 

 Atmospheric composition and chemistry 

 Aerosols, clouds, radiation, and the hydrological cycle 

 Atmospheric, oceanic, and terrestrial components of the carbon cycle 

 Weather and other operational applications 

An additional objective of the Symposium is to better inform new and present users on recent 
enhancements to A-Train data sets and subtleties related to their use. Because the instruments 
employ different measurement techniques, fusing the observations and/or data products is often 
challenging. Consequently, another important objective is to highlight key issues and strategies for 
combining the diverse measurements. 

The meeting will be organized into two parts:  

 a one-day user workshop on October 25 focusing on instrument data products and their use 
and  
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 a three-day symposium (October 26–28) emphasizing science capabilities and advancements 
realized through the A-Train multi-sensor system; this portion of the meeting will include invited 
speakers for a general plenary session each morning; the afternoon  sessions will be 
separated into the four theme areas for focused oral presentations on data fusion and science 
analysis; a general poster session will also be held late each afternoon in the hotel’s grand 
ballroom.  

The symposium is open and prospective participants are strongly encouraged to submit abstracts for 
poster presentations, as accommodations are available for posters to be displayed for the duration of 
the meeting. Only a limited number of opportunities will be available for afternoon oral presentations. 
 The deadline for abstract submissions is August 15, 2010.  Travel assistance for a limited number of 
undergraduate and graduate students is also available. 
 
The meeting will be hosted by NASA and will be located at the Sheraton Hotel in the heart of New 
Orleans – a few steps away the city’s historic French Quarter and renowned restaurants. The 
symposium will not have a registration fee, but will request registration and abstract submission 
through a Web site. In addition, a large block of hotel rooms at this and nearby hotels are available at 
a group rate for the symposium and can be reserved through the A-Train registration site.  
   
Please join us as we take this opportunity to enhance our understanding of the capabilities of the A-
Train and learn of its successes. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Host Organizing Committee: 
 
Chip Trepte, Hal Maring, and Steve Platnick 
 
 
International Science Organizing Committee: 
 
Brian Cairns, Anne Douglass, Keiji Imaoka, Joanna Joiner, Michael King, Anne Lifermann, Elena 
Lobl, Norman Loeb, Hal Maring, Taikan Oki, Thomas Pagano, Steve Platnick, Haruhisa Shimoda, 
Didier Tanre, Chip Trepte, and Deborah Vane 
 
  Save the date and bookmark the Symposium URL:  
 
http://a-train-neworleans2010.larc.nasa.gov/  
 


