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* Contributors “The question which everyone in Alaska is dealing

5 with is what are the symptoms of climate change and, as in medicine, how do these symptoms
reflect the underlying processes,” | said Richard Collins, a researcher at the Geophysical Institute at
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. “It is believed that [these clouds] are an indicator of climate
change.”
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atmosphere, Collins said. Solar radiation heats
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over the summer pole, he said. “As the air rises it
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Collins said the noctilucent clouds are a relatively
new phenomenon. History indicates that humans
first recorded their presence in the 19th century,
he said. Satellite and ground-based data has been limited, he said, but it appears that the clouds
have become more prevalent over time. A new satellite, Aeronomy of Ice in the Mesosphere, or
AIM, was launched in April 2007 to observe clouds and their environment in the mesopause, Collins
said scientists are looking forward to having more reliable data, which could contribute to a broader
understanding of the upper atmosphere, noctilucent clouds and how both fit into the climate
system.
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mail at rlc@gi.alaska.edu. Marmian Grimes, UAF public information officer, at (907) 474-7902 or via
e-mail at marmian.grimes@uaf.edu .
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