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Investigators look at the company’s role in cementing the deepwater drill hole in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Transocean and BP also face questioning. 

 

Fishermen Lance Melerine, left, and David Hebert work in the Gulf of Mexico. The cause of the massive oil spill is 
under investigation. (Los Angeles Times, Carolyn Cole / April 30, 2010) 

By Margot Roosevelt, Los Angeles Times
May 1, 2010  | 8:51 p.m. 
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Investigators delving into the causes of the massive gulf oil 

spill are examining the role of Houston-based Halliburton Co., 

the giant energy services company that was responsible for 

cementing the deepwater drill hole, as well as the possible 

failure of equipment leased to British Petroleum. 

 

Two members of Congress, Reps. Henry A. Waxman (D-

Beverly Hills) and Bart Stupak (D-Mich.), called on 

Halliburton on Friday to provide all documents relating to 

"the possibility or risk of an explosion or blowout at the 

Deepwater Horizon rig and the status, adequacy, quality, 

monitoring, and inspection of the cementing work" by May 7. 

 

Halliburton Chief Executive David Lesar is scheduled to testify before Waxman's energy and 

commerce committee on May 12, along with top executives Lamar McKay of BP America Inc. and 

Steve Newman of Transocean Ltd., which leased the drilling rig to BP. 

 

In a statement Friday, Halliburton said: "It is premature and irresponsible to speculate on any specific 

causal issues.… The cement slurry design was consistent with that utilized in other similar 
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applications… [and] tests demonstrating the integrity of the 

production casing string were completed." 

 

Receive breaking news alerts on your mobile device. Register 

»  

 

After an exploration well is drilled, cement slurry is pumped 

through a steel pipe or casing and out through a check valve at 

the bottom of the casing. It then travels up the outside of the 

pipe, sheathing the part of the pipe surrounded by the oil and 

gas zone. When the cement hardens, it is supposed to prevent 

oil or gas from leaking into adjacent zones along the pipe. 

 

As the cement sets, the check valve at the end of the casing prevents any material from flowing back 

up the pipe. The zone is thus isolated until the company is ready to start production. 

 

The process is tricky. A 2007 study by the U.S. Minerals Management Service found that cementing 

was the single most-important factor in 18 of 39 well blowouts in the Gulf of Mexico over a 14-year 

period. 

 

Halliburton has been accused of performing a poor cement job in the case of a major blowout in the 

Timor Sea off Australia last August. An investigation is underway. 

 

In its statement, the company said: "Halliburton originated oilfield cementing and leads the world in 

effective, efficient delivery of zonal isolation and engineering for the life of the well, conducting 

thousands of successful well-cementing jobs each year." 

 

The company had four employees stationed on the rig at the time of the gulf accident, all of whom 

were rescued by the Coast Guard. It had completed the final cementing of the well and pipe 20 hours 

before the blowout April 20. 

 

But at the time of the accident, "well operations had not yet reached the point requiring the placement 

of the final cement plug, which would enable the planned temporary abandonment of the well," the 

Halliburton statement said. 

 

Experts were cautious about attributing blame, pending what are expected to be lengthy 

investigations by Congress and the Department of Homeland Security, which oversees the Coast 

Guard. 

 

"What we do know is that highly pressurized oil is coming out of the wellhead with no control possible 

at this time," said Richard Charter, a drilling expert with the Defenders of Wildlife. "For that to 

happen, at least three redundant fail-safe mechanisms on and below the rig had to either fail to 

operate or not have been properly installed." 

 

Charter said a piece of equipment known as the blowout preventer is required to shut automatically, 

according to regulations by the Minerals Management Service. "And it obviously did not," he said. 

 

Moreover, he added, a manual acoustic shutoff switch could have stanched the flow but may not have 

been available. 

 

Joe Leimkuhler, past president of the American Assn. of Drilling Engineers, said it was difficult to 

speculate about the role of cementing in the accident. "The process to place the cement in the well is 

very similar from job to job, but the details that make up the risk and challenges are specific to each 

well. You really need the details of the well design and the formation characteristics." He added that 

only the companies involved have that information. 

 

Some speculation has centered on methane pockets frozen into crystallized formations beneath the 

seabed that could be warmed by the cementing process and become unstable. A 2009 Halliburton 

presentation to the drilling engineers association described the challenges of methane hydrates, 

asking: "When do hydrates become unstable?" and "Will cement hydration cause this outcome?" The 

presentation noted that "gas release is a challenge for safety and economics." 

 

A company spokesman declined to comment on whether methane hydrates, warmed by cement 

curing, may have been a factor in the gulf explosion. 

 

More than two dozen class-action lawsuits have been filed against BP, Transocean and Halliburton. 

BP spokeswoman Sheila Williams said the company was "taking full responsibility" for the spill and 

would pay for legitimate claims by affected parties. 

 

margot.roosevelt@latimes.com  
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GordonSantaMonica at 6:01 PM May 02, 2010  
 
 
Could this be the Toyota equivalent of the “Hidden Truth of Construction of the 
Deepwater Drill Hole”?
 
Don’t worry citizens of the United States ... The Republicans will fight against the EPA, 
FDA, and any other regulatory agency that protects "We The People of the United States 
of America". 
  
In fact if the Republicans and the Neo-Cons put their heads any further into the sand 
they will come up somewhere around China.   :LOL LOL LOL.     
  
By the way have you checked out Fox and the spinners.   They are beginning to pull their 
heads out of the sand.    They finally admit this is a “Disaster”.   They do have some 
disclaimers however ... if the government regulates the oil industry the costs of gasoline 
and other oil related products will go “WAY” up.    
  
Give me a break Fox.    The Ocean environment is being destroyed.  Ocean related 
industries are being destroyed.    That is ok for Fox spinners.   They are still working and 
making enough money to go hide from environmental destruction ... so they hope. 
  
   “ gaptidbits@yahoo.com”  

Syscom at 4:50 PM May 02, 2010  
Before assigning blame, why dont we wait to find out what happened to the blow out 
preventer. I bet it was made in China. 

zomalear at 4:10 PM May 02, 2010  
This is such a hard subject to overcome. Yes, big money wins again. The Corporation's 
win again with their layers of insulation via insurers, and outsourcing of projects. Who is 
responsible for this disaster? We can point fingers at the Bush administration for their 
deregulationizationism style of politics, but what about the rest of us? I think we are all 
responsible for this albatross. The utter comforts the American We enjoy are the reasons 
why the Gulf of Mexico was dying and now is deadened even further. From the whitened 
corals to the blackened beeches, you can enjoy the view from your SUV. The Gulf Coast 
is a poor region. Does this make this locality a "throwaway zone? I am afraid it does. 
Good bye to the "pristine" wetlands of the Bayou. And to you peasants in Mexico, eat our 
oil. BP is the survivor. Halliburton will not quit, until we stop them. Until then, eat our 
pollution's. We need to unite, join forces, and revolt. Hey Cuba, need some oil? America 
has it coming right to your shores! Free oil! Or is that freed oil? Halliburton's needs to 
end. They are a vicious Corporation that intends to make their profits beyond the cost of 
human life or even humanity. It is going to happen, we will join as one and that is the 
Human Race. I believe those in control of these projects should be in jail. Or out there 
bailing the oil from the seas, naked. 
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