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New fire hits Japan nuclear plant
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2359: Back to the ongoing crisis at the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear plant: the Kyodo news agency 
reports that engineers are spraying boric acid to 
prevent "recriticality" - presumably, the resumption 
of a self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction - at 
reactor 4. 

2351: Finally, more than 76,000 buildings have 
been damaged, including at least 6,300 
completely destroyed, NHK says.

2349: About 850,000 households in the north are 
still without electricity in near-freezing weather, 
according to the Tohuku Electric Power Company. 
The government says at least 1.5 million 
households lack running water.

2343: NHK also says more than 440,000 people 
are currently living in 2,400 evacuation shelters in 
north-eastern and central prefectures. Some 
shelters have yet to receive food and water and 
other essential supplies.

2341: The official death toll from Friday's 
earthquake and tsunami has risen to 3,373, police 
tell NHK television. In Miyagi prefecture, 1,619 
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More Asia-Pacific stories

New fire hits Japan nuclear plant
[/news/world-asia-pacific-12754883]
A reactor at the quake-stricken Fukushima nuclear plant in northern Japan is hit by a fresh fire amid an increased 
health scare.
Markets fall on Japan parts fears
[/news/business-12745796]
N Korea agrees repatriation deal
[/news/world-asia-pacific-12744275]

deaths have been confirmed, and 2,011 people 
remain unaccounted for. In the town of 
Minamisanriku, about 1,000 bodies have been 
discovered. Another 8,000 people, or nearly half 
the town's population, are missing. Police have 
found several hundred bodies on the beaches of 
the Oshika peninsula. Iwate prefecture has 1,193 
confirmed deaths, including 373 deaths from the 
cities of Rikuzentakata and Ofunato. Fukushima 
prefecture has meanwhile reported 506. More than 
7,000 people remain unaccounted for.
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