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Agreement State Program
NRC provides assistance to States expressing interest in establishing programs to assume NRC
regulatory authority under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended. Section 274 of the Act provides
a statutory basis under which NRC relinquishes to the States portions of its regulatory authority to
license and regulate byproduct materials (radioisotopes); source materials (uranium and thorium); and
certain quantities of special nuclear materials. The mechanism for the transfer of NRC’s authority to a
State is an agreement signed by the Governor of the State and the Chairman of the Commission, in
accordance with section 274b of the Act.
NRC assistance to States entering into Agreements includes review of requests from States for 274b
Agreements, or amendments to existing agreements, meetings with States to discuss and resolve NRC
review comments, and recommendations for Commission approval of proposed 274b agreements.
Additionally, NRC conducts training courses and workshops; evaluates technical licensing and
inspection issues from Agreement States; evaluates State rule changes; participates in activities
conducted by the Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors, Inc.; and provides early and
substantive involvement of the States in NRC rulemaking and other regulatory efforts. The NRC also
coordinates with Agreement States the reporting of event information and responses to allegations
reported to NRC involving Agreement States.
On March 26, 1962, the Commonwealth of Kentucky became the first Agreement State. In December
1964, the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission hosted the first annual joint meeting with a group of these
States. Today, 37 States have entered into Agreements with NRC, and others are being evaluated.
More information on the Agreement State Program is available. See also the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Program Guidance and Procedures
NRC State Communications
Becoming an Agreement State
How NRC Reviews Agreement States
Program Review Reports
Contact Us About State and Tribal Programs
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