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Bill Moyers considers a President's 
decision to escalate troop levels in a 
military conflict. Through LBJ's taped 
phone conversations and his own 
remembrances, Bill Moyers looks at 
Johnson's deliberations as he stepped 
up America's role in Vietnam. Explore 
a multimedia timeline.  

Learn more the LBJ tapes and explore 
an interactive timeline of the 
escalation. 
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November 20, 2009 
 
BILL MOYERS: Welcome to the Journal.  
 
Our country wonders this weekend what is on President Obama's mind. He is 
apparently, about to bring months of deliberation to a close and answer General 
Stanley McChrystal's request for more troops in Afghanistan. When he finally 
announces how many, why, and at what cost, he will most likely have defined his 
presidency, for the consequences will be far-reaching and unpredictable. As I 
read and listen and wait with all of you for answers, I have been thinking about 
the mind of another president, Lyndon B. Johnson.  
 
I was 30 years old, a White House Assistant, working on politics and domestic 
policy. I watched and listened as LBJ made his fateful decisions about Vietnam. 
He had been thrust into office by the murder of President John F. Kennedy on 
November 22, 1963-- 46 years ago this weekend. And within hours of taking the 
oath of office was told that the situation in South Vietnam was far worse than he 
knew.  
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