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The newborn heifer, silky brown with a white-tipped tail, paused in its chase after its mother Thursday morning, 
nervous about passing through an opening in a fence.  
 

“You can do it,” coaxed Kampmann's son, Luke Kampmann, 47, who helps his father watch over the animals. 
She paused, then leaped through the opening and continued after her mother, dark brown with white spots and 
graying rump, who walked with the gait of a cow who's been around the block, so to speak, compared to the 
three cows and one bull — all her offspring — in the pasture. 
 

“Every time she has another calf we think, gosh, this must be a record,” Luke Kampmann said. 
 

She's given birth to between 15 and 20 heifers and bulls over the years. She eats grass, oat hay and alfalfa 
hay — never grains, like many dairy cows.   
 

Kampmann got Grandma when another son moved to Orland near Chico 28 years ago and left her behind, he 
said. 
 

“This one has never eaten grain and she's never been on anything but grass,” Kampmann said. “She's had a 
pretty natural life.”  End 


